550                 HASDRUBAVS INDECISION.

them or upon Nero's own army, which lay in Hannibal*}
front; and it was agreed by all to force a battle on the mor-
row. According to Livy, the council was held on the morn-
ing after Nero's arrival, and the troops drawn up for battle
immediately after. If this is so, Hasdrubal must that day
have managed to decline the engagement.

The two consuls were, according to Livy, in their in-
trenched camp near Sena, and Hasdrubal was camped less
than half a mile distant.

Why Hasdrubal, when he found that the road to Kome was
left open, by the consuls taking position at Sena instead of
Fanum, did not steal a march on them and advance towards
Narnia, as he had notified Hannibal that he would do, send-
ing other daily messengers to Hannibal to give him notice of
his movements, cannot be said. He may, before Nero's ar-
rival, have ascertained that he had but one consul before him,
and have believed that it would be wiser to seek to beat him,
than run the risk of moving farther on into the bowels of the
land, and by such advance enable the consuls to join forces
and thus incur the risk of having two to fight. At all events,
he chose battle as a first step.

At point of day after the council, the Eoman legions de*
ployed in battle order in front of their camp. Hasdrubal
was prepared to accept the gage, and backed up against his
Intrenchments. Before attacking he rode forward with a
small escort to reconnoitre. There was an apparent increase
of the Roman forces. He noticed that many of the shields
looked rusty, instead of bright, as a Eoman legionary's shield
always was on the day of battle. Many of the horses he saw
looked thin, as if they had recently made a long march.
These and other indications raised his suspicions. He drew
back, and sent out some scouts to examine the matter further,
and make some prisoners if possible. He told them to ol>tion, lest a day lost should bring Hannibal upondevised to
